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(3) Keep the official number and the
color code clearly legible and in good
repair and ensure that no part of the
fishing vessel, its rigging, fishing gear,
or any other material on board ob-
structs the view of the official number
or the color code from an enforcement
vessel or aircraft.

(b) Gear identification—(1) Traps. A
stone crab trap used by or possessed on
board a vessel with a Federal commer-
cial vessel permit for stone crab must
have a valid annual trap tag issued by
the RA attached.

(2) Trap buoys. A buoy must be at-
tached to each stone crab trap or at
each end of a string of traps. Each buoy
must display the official number and
the color code assigned by the RA so as
to be easily distinguished, located, and
identified.

(3) Presumption of trap ownership. A
stone crab trap will be presumed to be
the property of the most recently docu-
mented owner. This presumption will
not apply to traps that are lost if the
owner reports the loss within 15 days to
the RA.

(4) Unmarked traps or buoys. An un-
marked stone crab trap or a buoy de-
ployed in the EEZ where such trap or
buoy is required to be marked is illegal
and may be disposed of in any appro-
priate manner by the Assistant Admin-
istrator or an authorized officer.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.7 Prohibitions.

In addition to the general prohibi-
tions specified in §620.7 of this chapter,
it is unlawful for any person to do any
of the following:

(a) Falsify or fail to display and
maintain vessel and gear identifica-
tion, as required by §654.6.

(b) Possess a stone crab in the man-
agement area during the period speci-
fied in §654.20(a).

(c) Possess a stone crab trap in the
management area during the period
specified in §654.20(c).

(d) Remove from a stone crab in or
from the management area, or possess
in the management area, a claw that is
less than the minimum size limit speci-
fied in §654.21(a).

(e) Fail to return immediately to the
water unharmed an egg-bearing stone
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crab, or strip eggs from or otherwise
molest an egg-bearing stone crab; as
specified in §654.21(b).

(f) Hold a stone crab in or from the
management area aboard a vessel other
than as specified in §654.21(c).

(g) Use or possess in the management
area a stone crab trap that does not
comply with the trap construction re-
quirements as specified in §654.22(a).

(h) Pull or tend a stone crab trap in
the management area other than dur-
ing daylight hours, as specified in
§654.22(b).

(i) Willfully tend, open, pull, or oth-
erwise molest another fisherman’s
trap, buoy, or line in the management
area, as specified in §654.22(c).

(j) Trawl in a closed area or during a
closed season, as specified in §§654.23 or
654.24, or as may be implemented under
§6564.25(b).

(k) Place a stone crab trap in a closed
area or during a closed season, as speci-
fied in §654.24, or as may be imple-
mented under §654.25(b).

(1) Interfere with fishing or obstruct
or damage fishing gear or the fishing
vessel of another, as specified in
§654.25(a).

(m) Make any false statement, oral
or written, to an authorized officer
concerning the taking, catching, har-
vesting, landing, purchase, sale, posses-
sion, or transfer of stone crab.

(n) Interfere with, obstruct, delay, or
prevent by any means an investigation,
search, seizure, or disposition of seized
property in connection with enforce-
ment of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

(o) Fish for any species or anchor a
fishing vessel in a marine reserve as
specified in §654.28.

(p) Except for a person who is in com-
pliance with the FFWCC stone crab
trap limitation program, possess or use
a stone crab trap, possess more than 1
gallon (4.5 L) of stone crab claws, or
sell stone crab claws in or from the
management area without a commer-
cial vessel permit as specified in
§654.4(a).

(q) Falsify information on an applica-
tion for a commercial vessel permit or
submitted in support of such applica-
tion as specified in §654.4(a)(1) or (2).

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 47469, July 19, 2002; 67 FR 61993, Oct. 3,
2002]
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